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53% not job-ready: Report bares poor h|gher edu

Annapurna Singh

NEW DELHI: More than
half of those who pass
out of higher educational
institutions in India are not
employable, a little above
5% workforce in the country
isskilled and engineering
graduates have no connect
with the industryin which
they work.

These and some other
startling facts have emerged
from a Centre’s think-tank

report that has also suggest-
ed corrective measures at
the fag end of the govern-
ment’s tenure when it can
scarcely afford any time for
correction.

The Niti Aayog report has
presented a grim picture
of India’s higher education,
saying a massive 53% who
pass out from higher edu-
cational institutions cannot
be employed anywhere. It
has demanded a thorough
revision of standards of

education in the country.

In the context of em-
ployability of engineers,
the report said thereisa
need for thorough review
of standards of engineering
education and its linkages
with the industry.

“Only 5.4% of the work-
force in India has undergone
formal skill training as
compared to 68% in the UK,
75% in Germany and 96%
in South Korea,” the report
said, quoting extensively

from the national skill devel-
opment policy.

Itsaid that India currently
lacked timely and periodic
estimates of workforce
which prevented it from
rigorously monitoring the
employment situation and
assessing the impact of
various interventions to
create jobs.

Given that 83% of work-
force is engaged in the unor-
ganised sector with limited
training facilities, the report

said thatupgrading skillsin
manufacturing and services
remained a challenging job.
It suggested integrating the
informal sector into the skill
development ecosystem.
The Niti Aayog was set up
by the present dispensation
in 2014 after dismantling the
former ing commis-
sion. Its prime responsibility
istos t the government
transforming

India.
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